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Topological structure analysis in directed
network
E. Klimkova, R. Senkerik, and I. Zelinka

This paper is focused on the description, as to how to find
all giant connected components in directed network by means
of computer technology. Growing complex networks with
preferential linking were used for testing [25]. Roulette-wheel
selection was used as a preferential linking algorithm.
The structure of the paper is following: Firstly, the term
Giant connected component is explained, and then a problem
design is proposed. The following sections are focused on the
description of used complex network and a visualization
algorithm. Results and conclusion follow afterwards.

Abstract— This paper is focused on the description, as to how to
represent the network topology. It is very important to know the
network topology and to understand its properties. This work
describes how to find all the Giant Connected Component in directed
network. The growing complex networks with preferential linking
were used for experimental testing within this research. Roulettewheel selection method was used as a preferential selection algorithm
in the task of generation of complex networks.
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I. INTRODUCTION

D

IRECTED networks can be found in both nature and in
man-made systems, i.e., network of citations of scientific
papers, communication network, network of collaboration,
telephone call graph, neural network, network of metabolic
reaction etc.
It is important to understand to the topological structure of
networks and its changes under external action [1 - 4]. Then, it
is possible to understand, where the network is vulnerable to
damage and when are resistant. The first random graphs were
studied in the sixties [5, 9]. Later, studies about dynamic of
growing networks [10 - 14] were performed. Nowadays, it is
possible to study and easily simulate the real network [15 20]. For example, the model of small world networks contains
many real networks such as the World Wide Web [21].
For the overview of directed complex networks, the giant
connected components [3] are used. General structure of
directed network, where the giant connected component is
present, is depicted in Fig. 1. How to calculate the sizes of all
giant connected components of a directed graph is described in
[22].
In this paper, it is proposed, how to find all giant connected
component. This work is an extension and continuation of
previous research focused on Investigation on relations
between complex networks and evolutionary algorithms
dynamics [24].

Fig. 1 General structure of directed network where the giant
connected component is present.
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Fig.2 General structure of undirected network.

430

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTERS IN SIMULATION

A. Numerical method
Number of all components can be derived by numerical
method. Z – transform was used, for undirected network (1),
and for directed network (2) [22].

II. EXPERIMENT DESIGN
In undirected network, Giant Connected Component (GCC)
and Disconnected Component (DC) are present Fig. 2.
However the structure of directed network can be more
complex (See Fig. 1). In case that directness of edges is not
present, the network consists of Giant Weakly Connected
Component (GWCC) and Disconnected Components (DC).
After the projection of edges orientation, the GWCC is
composed from the Giant Strongly Connected Component
(GSCC), the Giant Out-Component (GOUT), the Giant InComponent (GIN) and the Tendrils (TE).
The giant strongly connected component is the set of
vertices attached each by each with a directed path. The giant
out-component is the set of vertices approachable from the
GSCC by a directed path. The giant in-component contains all
vertices from which the GSCC is approachable. The tendrils
are the vertices which have no access to the GSCC and are not
reachable from it. In particular, it indeed includes something
like ―tendrils‖ going out of GIN or coming in the GOUT but
also there are ―tubes‖ going from the GIN to GOUT without
passage through GSCC and numerous clusters which are only
―weakly‖ connected. Network where giant components are
present, are depicted in Fig. 3.
Please note, that the definitions of the Giant In-connected
Component and Giant Out-connected Component given in [25]
differ from the new definitions presented in [22]. In the old
definition, the Giant Strongly Connected Component is
included into both GIN and GOUT, so the GSCC is the
interception of the GIN and GOUT. The new definition was
introduced for the sake of brevity and logical presentation.
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Where k is total number of connection, ki and ko is incoming
and outgoing connection, obviously k = ki + ko. Degree
distribution P(k) can be derived from P(k) ≡ P(w)(k) = ∑ki
(ki,k-ki) [6]. If all edges are within the considered network,
average in and out degree distribution is based on ∂x Φ(1,y) |
(d)
Accordingly average degree
x=1 = ∂y Φ(y,1) | y=1 ≡ z
distribution take the form z = 2z(d) Degree distribution
undirected network in Z-transformation is equal Φ(w)(x) =
Φ(x,x). Of that relationship is derived pattern Φ1(w)(x) =
Φ(w)’(x)/z. GWCC is determined if the relationship is valid
Φ1(w)’(1) > 1 [22].That is similar like Molloy and Reed
criterium (3) [7, 8]
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Number of Giant weekly connect component W is given by
(4) and (5) [22]
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Number of Giant In-component and Giant Out-component
can be derived like the previous form. Z-transformacion of
out-degree distribution is equal Φ1(o)(y) ≡ ∂x Φ(x,y) | x=1 / z(d).
In-degree distribution is obtain similarly Φ1(i)(x) ≡ ∂y Φ(x,y) |
(i)’
(o)’
(1)= ∂2xy
y=1 / z(d). The GIN and GOUT exist if Φ1 (1)= Φ1
Φ(x,y) | x=1,y=1/ z(d).>1. This implies (6) [22]
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Then the equations are derived (7)
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Relative size of Giant In-connected Component and Giant
Out-Connected Component is given by (8)

Fig. 3 Network where GCC is present. S – GSCC, I – GIN, O
– GOUT, T – Tendrils, D – DC.
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If the GSCC is addressed, other components can be found.
Vertexes belonging into the GIN must be linked to the core of
the network and there exists the road from the core to GOUT.
Vertexes belonging to the GWCC and does not belong to the
above three categories, are Tendrils.

(8)

(1, yc ).

Relative size of Giant Strongly Connected Component can
be derived from (7), similarly Giant In-component and Giant
Out-component [6]. If incoming edges ki and outgoing edges
ko are statistically independent then the probability that all
incoming edges come from finite in-components is equal to
xcki. Then 1 - xcki is the probability that vertex has the infinite in
component. Probability that the vertex has the infinite outcomponent is equal to 1- ycko. If in and out-component are
infinite, probability that the vertex belong to GSCC is (1 - xcki)
(1- ycko). Then the probability, that the vertex is in GSCC, is
given by (9) [15]

(1 xcki )(1 ycko )P(ki , k o ) .
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Relative size of Giant strongly connected component is
equal to (10) [15]
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If the relative size of W, S, I and O component is known,
Relative size of Tendrils is (11) [15]
Fig. 4 Network with loop transferred into tree.
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C. Generation of complex networks examples
For the testing of the developed algorithm, the growing
complex networks with preferential linking were used. New
vertex connections were chosen by means of Roulette-wheel
selection. Developed algorithm was tested on the networks
with five to eighty vertexes.

When joint distribution of in-and out-degrees induce, P (ki,
ko) = P(i) (ki) P(o) (ko) (8), then S is equal IO. In another case
such as the factorization S is impossible. Then, xc = yc = 1 and
I, O, and S concurrently approaches zero [22].
B. Description of used method
GSCC is very important part of the network. In general, it is
the core of directed network. The challenging task is how the
GSCC can be identified by means of computer technology.
One possible way is to transform the network into a tree.
Within this approach, one vertex is selected as the root of tree
and links are transformed into routes (See Fig. 4). From the
first vertex leads a lot of routes in the case of huge network,
therefore some insignificant edges may be omitted. GSCC can
be presented as a loop; therefore the example of insignificant
route is the 2→4. In this case, GSCC include vertexes 2,3,5,1,
thus the routes 2→3→1→2 and 2→1→2 may be omitted. For
the detailed description of developed algorithm, please refer to
pseudo-code depicted in Fig. 5.
In addition, several loops may be found in larger networks.
If there is a connection between several loops, GSCC includes
these loops otherwise larger loop is intended as the GSCC.
Issue 5, Volume 5, 2011

III. EXPERIMENTAL RESULTS
This paper consists primarily of two illustrative case studies
focused on the detailed visualization of complex networks by
means of Giant Connected Component.
The experiment was repeated twenty times for each
dimension of the network to confirm the robustness and
efficiency of developed algorithm. For the experiment, desktop
PC with single-core, 1.81 GHz CPU and 2 GB RAM was used.
The results of average number of Giant connected
Component are presented in Table I. Fig. 6 – 8 contains
detailed graphical analysis of the results presented in Table I.
Average number of all Giant Connected Components is
present in Fig. 6, where is clearly visible which components
are growing and which not. In Fig. 7, there is depicted the
average numbers of Giant Out-connected Component, Tendrils
and Disconnected Component in percentage in special graph,
432
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11 and 13 – 14. The first case study was a small network with
25 vertexes, and the second case study was a large network
with 75 vertexes.

due to the very low appearance of theses component in the
network. Other components (GSCC GIN and GWCC) are
present in special graph depicted in Fig. 8.
Examples of two selected networks are shown in Fig. 10 –

Fig. 5 Pseudo-code of developed algorithm.
Table I Numbers of Giant Strongly Connected Component, Giant In-component, Giant Out-component, Tendrils, Disconnected
Component and Giant weakly connected Component.
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Fig. 6 Average number of Giant Connect Component in studied network.

A. Case study 1
In this case study, the detailed description and analyze for the
selected example of the small network with 25 vertexes were
performed. Histogram of Giant Strongly Connected
Component distribution is shown in Fig. 9. For the structure of
the used network, please refer to Fig. 10. 3D model of network
is present in Fig. 11. These examples represent the graphical
output of the algorithm described above. In the small growing
networks there occur more GOUT, TE and DE component,
than in large networks. Giant Strongly Connect Component
has on average 41 % of the total vertices in the network. Table
II shows the average values of all the Giant Connected
Component. From these results, it is obvious, that typically the
GSCC and GIN are present in the network, and the percentage
occurrence of these two components together is 88%. Other
components appear in the network with a low probability.

Fig. 7 Average numbers of GOUT, Tendrils and DC in
percentage.

Fig. 8 Average numbers of GSCC, GIN and GOUT in
percentage.
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Fig. 9. Histogram of number of GSCC in the network with
25 vertexes.
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B. Case study 2
Networks with seventy five vertexes were analyzed in this
case study. Histogram of Giant Strongly Connected
Component distribution is shown in Fig. 12. Graphical
example of the network is in Fig. 13. 3D model of network is
present in Fig. 14. These examples represent the graphical
output of the algorithm described above. It is obvious, that
there are many Giant Strongly Connect Components and Giant
In-components present in the large network. Together these
two components represent 97.31% of the network. Other
components are present in the network with a very low
probability. Further detailed information is in Table III.
Table II. Average values of the Giant Connected Component

Fig. 10 Example of the small network, where Giant Strongly
Connected Component, Giant In-component, Giant Outcomponent, Tendrils and Disconnected Component are
present.

Fig. 12 Histogram of number of GSCC in the network with 75
vertexes.
Table III. Average values of the Giant Connected Component

Fig. 11 3D model of example of the small network, where
Giant Strongly Connected Component, Giant In-component,
Giant Out-component, Tendrils and Disconnected Component
are present.
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Fig. 13 Example of the large network, where all Giant Connected Component are present.

Fig. 14 3D model of example of the large network, where all Giant Connected Component are present.
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I. CONCLUSION
This paper deals with the development of the algorithm for
the visualization of all Giant Connected Components in the
network. It was explained, how all the GCC can be calculated
by means of mathematical methods. In this paper the method
as to how to determine the number of GCC and how to
graphically illustrate them by means of computer technology
was described. The experiment was repeated twenty times for
each dimension of the network to confirm the robustness and
efficiency of developed algorithm.
For the experiments a small network with 25 vertexes and a
large network with 75 vertexes were used.
As demonstrated, this method is very simple to implement
and very easy to use. Furthermore, importance of this research
is growing every day. Complex networks can be found in many
scientific fields, but also in nature. It is important to
understand the structure of networks, especially where the
networks are prone to faults.
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